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The ancients have- been outdone
lira In. History tell of the mighty
works of the men of Rome. Greece
and Egypt and guides of Europe
' point with pride'" to works which
they call the wonders of the world.
They tell of the gigantic stages the
ancients built and the mighty am-
phitheaters and defy the moderns
to show anything like them.

While the guides were talking to
the winter tourists in Europe, a
few hard-heade- d stay-at-ho-

Americans got together last winter
and planned the biggest stage cvor
built to accommodate the hlggest
theatrical troupo In history to play
before an audience which will sit
on the 6lopce of a natural amphi-- I

theater and hear 7.T.00 actors re- -

count the deeds of the men who
built their city.

The play will be given in Forert
I Park. St Louis, on the former

World's Fair grounds. Instead of
being used for the slaughter of
martyrs to the lions and for gladia-
torial combats as the arena of the
famous Colosseum of Rome was

Pm used, the stage for the Pageant and
Masque of yt Louis will be the
gathering of peaceful clans show
ing the history of the city from the
time of the Mound Builders to the
present.

The stace will be larger than any
of the modern-da- y stages. The
New York Hippodrome auditorium
and stage together could be placed

1 upon the stage now under con- -
1 struclion in Potest Park at the
I foot of Art Hill, and there would

OS room. The area of the stage
is 126.000 square feet. The area
of the arena of the famed Colos- -
Geum of ancient Rome is estimated
at 42.130 square leet The dimen-
sions of the Colosseum seats and all
are 515x612 feet. The dimensions

II of the Forest Park stage are 2 00x
680 feet.

The Pageant and Masque will be
gi'-e- May 88, 2ft. :u and 3i.

In this play there will be 10 -
000 players the greatest east In
the history of the theater. That Is
to say, the Cast Committee has en-

rolled about 10.000 men. women
and ehKdren to take part,

It is anticipated that only about
7.600 of the lo.OOO performers to
be enrolled will be needed at each

. , performance. But It will be neces- -
j ary to have available understudies

I i "j in case of sickness or Inability "fH I j' the regular players to take part in
.1 any of the performances.
J CALLED MOM' WON DERI-- I,

'll'lA OF NATURAE THEATERS.
JQ. ' Those who have seen th site

upon which l be held the Pa-;h- ui

Keant and Masque of Saint Loula
';'..' have pronounced It tin- greatest andI most wonderful of all natural the- -

f
I atera.

I B There will be a river 12". feet
v;.'HI wide between the stage and the

jrv audience and the stage proper will
H b 580 feet wide and 200 feet deep.

;r.-."-
. A n'orid Site," Percy MaeKaye,

' I4'.. famous t, calls the lo- -
; ; v : cation selected for the stage.

""''I Tt 'a a world site, Mr McKay
"v; said, because no other city po- -

' ' I ese a natural amphitheater of
- ell the extraordinary advantages to

bb found at Art Hill. No city hasI I within its borders an outdoor the- -
S.V-- ftter so large, so beautiful, and so

?r' 'I convenient. Lorado Taft, the eml- -

ji. I nent sculptor or Chicago: Profes- -
H sor Burton or the University of
I Minnesota; Alfred Noyea the F.n- -

Klish poet, and others versed in theH art of pageantry who have recently
H seen the An Hill site are enthuslas- -
H tic in their praise of It and proclaim

ijfe. I 11 Ideal for the purpose for which
It i to be umd next May

fcy ' Tnls ,ho rirat time In history
3k J that a drama has ever bcn present -

H cd on so large scale.
Upon the slopes of the hill, thou--

sands upon thousands or scats will
H be constructed, where the gentio
H rise K the ground it just sufficient

HmTiH to rnake each row of seats exactly
B the right height above the row In

BB&M front. 1 hanks to Mother Nature,
BEutf there need lc no craning of necks
Hspu! to' see every movement that Is be- -

Ing mad'.- - upon the stage.
fflSI'1 Seated III these tiers of benches.

HnKBl the Spectators will oe in a position
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to view the of the
elty's rotnshiic history precisely as
if through the last 150 years they
had occupied a point of vantage on
the Illinois shore, where thev could
watch In comfort the unfolding of
the absorbing events which have
culminated In building up the big
Missouri town.

The ewved apron of the stage
will leave between the spectators
and the players a strip 61 wator
minutely corresponding to the
bend in the Mississippi ns it flows
past t Ixmis Upon this mimic
tfltalstolppl will take place, with
exceptional realism, the many Im-

portant episodes which have made
the river ploy so Important a part
In the upbulldloK of the city of
Pierre Laclede's rounding.

There are enoush romantic fact
connected with this siajro to makn
it Tine material tor a play in It-

self
When completed. It will be

worthy to rank a the long-soug- ht

wonder of the world. It wiil
be so large that all of the tagea
of the Tirsi-elas- s theaters In Si
Louis could he placed in one cor-ne- r.

It wil" be almost two ordi-nary city hlocks In width at the'ear, and will be scml-elreul- inhape In tront. the diameter near-
est the audience being about oneordinary city block across.

Near the rear will be an
pit, In which win he hiddenthe band or 100 pieoea a eh0PM

Of several hundred voices , greataoundlng board, to reel high, Is tobe erected Immediately behind thisPit. so thai no note of the musicvii be lost to the audienceWhen it is ccnaldere that thiaKreat platform will be conatructed
of he aittcultlea In store mr the

n0"gh l

still
hold

ulZl 0U Pfrrormers. and
' 'oni way and the

predKv;Vauttothc clty ,,n,m- -

TROOPS or horsesWILL CROss BOARDS.
Troops of horses will gallop

already tremendous strain put
Th.ihfiTlnK by lhe or

selves! perror"rs tho.n- -

No such stage was ever before

constructed. No such stage was
ever bj fore conceiNed The ancient
'.'ricks, who made of the

drama one of their finest arts,
undoubtedly would gape In a
highly un lassical way j.t the Im-
pressive manner in which St. Louis
U preparing to fctage its Pageant
and Masque.

As many persons as are ordi-
narily employed In a Iik theatrical
company will he at work for nioie
than two months building this
Platform. It will be In use for not
more than a week.

Then It will be torn down again.
Us cost and trouble Is to bo pjld
for by enhanced civic pride.

Not only must the stage Itself be
made ready, but on t' plain Just
behind It must be placed Incon-
spicuously, but still coneniently.
the housfs which will be used as
dressing moms, and as a storing
place for the properties and cos-
tumes.

Tents will be used for this pur-
pose as far as possible, but some of
the properties to be displayed on
the stage are extremely valuable,

both In money and In historic asso- -
i.i tion. These must be safely

fT'iaroicd from water, fire and from
andals.
Just behind lhe sta?o thcr Is a

double tow of trees, which will ef-
fectively screen from view the

but hlsrhly necessary tent
city.

' Thero will be an encampment of
".500 persons, which is a greater
number than Is found at any army
post in dir. usual course of events.
There must he quarters. In addition,
for a battalion of all boys, elec-trldan- e,

stac carrpentera, aaalstaht
stage managers, and general facto-
tums.

Many nterestlng novelties in
handling the light effects and other
features of tne production will bo
in luded in the equipment of tho
i'sc. the details of which are be-In- p

worked out by Joseph Lindon
Smith, who is to be the producer,
in association with MaeKaye. of tho
poetic Masque.

Tho great size of tho sdase. and
the number of people concerned,
make new methods necessary In ar-
ranging details of the stage.

'f '" ' 7

The stage Itself is only one or the
many Important details ncees.sary in
the preparation or the play. But
from the extraordinary character of
tHe platform, the fact that It is
unique In history and is undoubted-
ly the pioneer. In Its details, of a
new form of stage craft. lends an
interest and a rest to Its construc-
tion which would not attend the
prosaic building of an ordinary
stage.
COLOSSE1 M SCEKJB or
DEATHS OF MARTYRS.

The Colosseum, which was tho
s ene of so many Christian martyr-
doms, has recently been explored
and excavations have revealed Its
mammoth size. The external ele-
vation of tho Colosseum consisted of
four stages, each adorned with on- -

'efj columns of three orders of
Greek architecture. The lowest
three were arcaded, having eighty
columns and as many arches. Tlir.e
of the basement story served as en-
trances, seventy-si- x being numbered
and allotted to the general body of
spectators, while four, at tho ex-
tremities of the building were tho
principal entrances

ITPPER left, from left to

right Percy Mackaye,

author of the Masque;
Joseph Lindon Smith, stage
manager of the Masque;
Thomas Wood Stevens, au-

thor and stage manager of
the Pageant, working nn
the model of the stage. Up-

per right William W. e,

chairman of the
Productions Committee of
the Pageapl and Masque.
Center The stage in pro-

cess of construction, as seen
from Art Mill. Below The
Roman G liseum.

The Interior was divided Into the
arena and what was called the
cavea.

Tho arena usually was of the
same shape as the amphitheater.
That is. It was built In the form of
mi ellipse and was totally sur-
rounded by tiers of seats Tor tho
spectators. Tho present day stad-
iums and coliseums have been mod-
eled after the great amphitheater. of
Rome, and the outdoor theaters of
Greece.

In the Colosseum there were
three galleries separated from each
ether by terraces and walls. The
lowest was appropriated to the
equestrian order. They correspond
to the present day box seats. They
were open to the sky but covered
shelters wer provided in tho rear
to which the occupants could at

In case of rain. Other spec-
tators sat In the higher galleries.

The height of the Oolosseum Is
clven as being from ISO to ISO frct
The seats In the Interior do not
rise higher than tho level of tho
third order of the exterior, that is.
at.-'u- t half tho entire height of the
building. Tt Is believed there were
seats higher up at one time and that
they were destroyed. There is no
sign of them now In the rulna.

STRAUSS PORTW.
A larp awnln was provided for

the Colosseum and was drawn over
the building when tho sun ahone.
Sometimes when nn Emperor wished
to make a great display he had
ilken awnings above tho great

structure. The great height of the
building was needed, for purposes
of obtaining ventilation. It Is cal-

culated that the known seats In the
I'nlossoum could accommodate "7.-00- 0

spectators. Sttch a crowd would
hardly be able to exist without ex-

traordinary means of ventilation.
The shows in the Colosseum were

cruel and bloody for the most pirt
and with the rise of Christianity the
buildings were discontinued. Be-

fore the reign of Constantino, how-
ever, they were built all over the
provinces of Rome on smaller scale
than the mammoth building at
Rome. When the buildings fell In-

to disuse they gradually fell Into
ruin

There will be no mighty building
in Forest Tark for the production
of the Pageant and Masque. The
performance will begin in the after-
noon and will be carried on into tho
night

Don t Iycavr the Receiver Off

the Hook.

What is a "permanent signal?"
Every telephone subscriber ought

to know, for generally It means
trouble on a telephone line trou-
ble which users of the serv ice them-
selves can usually prevent if they
will make sure that the receiver Is
always placed firmly on the hook
when the telephone line Is not in
use.

Ve.s, that's it! When you forget
to replace your telephone receiver
firmly on the hook after a conver-

sation Is completed it causes a "per-

manent signal" a small electric V
light to burn in front of the op- - I
erat.it- - at the central office switch-
board, and she must report the
line out of order. No one can
reach you during that time.

the operator Is unable to ring
jour bell.

Often the receiver Is left off

through carelessness, but more fre-

quently a book or some other ob-

struction directly beneath the re-

ceiver prevents it from bringing
down the h'-o- firmly.

As a matter of fact, the service
was interrupted n .10.000 Bell sub-

scribers" llne in Philadelphia
month through their rallure to re-

place the receiver securely upon tho

hook arter completing a conversa-
tion.

Perhaps there is no more con-

vincing way ir cauging the effe.-- t of
leaving a telephone receiver off th

hook than by taking a half-hou- r trip
through one of the big central of-

fices In this city. There you will

iee the switchboards, which ate
studded with thousands of tiny elec-

tric lights whbh glow whenever a

subscriber lifts his receiver to

make a call.
hen he falls i'1 repls a ihc rc- -

crher it Is like falling to close an

There stares that lit-

tle
eve In sleep.

unblinking gleam of Usht de-

spite the operator's efforts to reach
the subscriber and shut It off.

The operators can neither signal
the subscriber to tell blm about It

calls. SOnor connect any one who
H black cord Is connected to.MM
line and the wire chief U notified

that It la out of order.
Ninety-thre- e per cent of the serv-

ice interruptions which ho nm-s-

correct are due to this NUM. Manv

repairmen arc kepi busy perform- -

Ing this simple and perhaps umv

essarv subscrl. eJwork replacing
telephone receivers upon the hooka,

Strong Evidence
This girl is only a eoljegs tfflTt.

realtyITow do you know
loves you?"

She dyes her hair to conform
dad. A reiM wwith my class colors,

couldn't ask for any greater pi for
of devotion than that." Judge.
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